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of some documents are absolutely neces 

sary for good work in certain classes of 

libraries, as, for example, some of our 

university libraries, and some of the pub 
lic libraries, having large branches, in our 

largest cities; and, therefore, that the pro 

posal of the Commission to cut out dupli 
cates indiscriminately is most unwise. 

While it is true that a large number of 

depository libraries in the country are not 

able to take adequate care of public docu 

ments, the sins of omission of these should 

not be visited upon the larger libraries 

which are caring for them properly, and 

where they are extensively used. For this 

reason we urge most strongly that the 

Association place itself on record as favor 

ing the privilege of selection of the docu 

ments desired on the part of a large pro 

portion of institutional and public librar 

ies: in other words, that libraries which 

can use some of the documents be able 

to select those which they can use, and 

not be obliged to take everything sent out 

by the Government printing office, as the 

present law requires. 

In order to insure a proper administra 
tion and care of depository libraries we be 

lieve that the government in establishing 
such depository libraries should also es 

tablish a system of inspection, and we 

heartily recommend the endorsement of 
such inspection on the part of this Asso 

ciation. 

The whole matter of the Printing inves 

tigation commission report is of such great 

importance to the larger libraries of the 

country that we believe that final action on 

this matter should not be taken at this 

time, owing to the fact that additional in 

formation and light is likely to be brought 
to bear on this subject during the next 

few months. We, therefore, recommend 

that the consideration and the determina 

tion of the policy of the Association with 

reference to the Printing investigation 
commission report in general and in par 
ticular be referred to the Council, with 

power to act. 

GEORGE S. GODARD, 
Chairman. 

CATALOG SECTION 
FIRST SESSION 

Saturday, July 2, 2 p. m., in the Grand 

Hotel 

In the absence of the Chairman and the 

Secretary, C. B. Roden called the meeting 

to order, and, by unanimous consent, pre 

sided as temporary Chairman. A. G. S. 

Josephson acted as temporary Secretary. 
The following communication from the 

Chairman, Miss Margaret Mann, and the 

Secretary, Miss Sophie K. Hiss, both un 

able to attend the conference, was read: 

24 June, 1910. 
Mr. Chalmers Hadley, Secretary A. L. A., 

1 Washington St., Chicago, 111. 
Dear Mr. Hadley: 

I inclose herewith the report of the offi 
cers of the Catalog section for 1910, and 

regret to say that neither the Chairman 
nor the Secretary find it possible to attend 
the meeting. I think in such a case it 

would be best for you, as Secretary of 

the Association, to open the meeting and 
let the members present elect their own 
Chairman. I have not appointed a Nom 
inating committee because I think those 
catalogers at the Mackinac meeting would 
prefer to attend to that. 

I hope the report will be read at the 
meeting. 

Yours very truly, 
MARGARET MANN, 

Chairman, Catalog Section, 
A. L. A., 1910 

Report of the Officers 

24 June, 1910. 
To the Members of the Catalog Section of 

the A. L. A. 
It has been the custom of the Catalog 

section to hold two sessions at each meet 
ing of the A. L. A., one devoted to the 

problems of the small libraries, and the 
other given up to the discussion of sub 

jects dealing with more advanced methods. 
In order to get at the needs of the small 

libraries, and make the program of the 
Catalog section as helpful as possible, the 
Committee this year sent to each library 
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commission a list of questions, asking what 

subjects they would like to have discussed 
for the benefit of the small libraries, and 

what printed matter is most needed on the 
subject of cataloging by librarians of little 
or no experience. The Committee was of 
the opinion that few librarians of the 
smaller libraries are able to attend the 
A. L. A., and therefore the reports in the 
printed proceedings must be of a helpful 
nature if we accomplish our purpose. 

The answers received confirmed our 

opinion as to the attendance of the libra 
rians of the small libraries. It was in 

teresting in compiling the answers from 
the commissions to find that, with one or 
two exceptions, the same subject was sug 
gested by all the commissions, which was 
"The need of simple rules for cataloging." 

The Committee next communicated with 
the A. L. A. Publishing board to ascertain 
the status of the "Simplified code," which 
is now being compiled, and learned that 
the Chairman appointed to succeed Miss 

Kroeger had been unable to devote any 
time to the work since assuming the chair 

manship, and was therefore not prepared 
to discuss the subject at this meeting of 
the Catalog section. It seemed unwise 
and unnecessary for the Section to devote 
the valuable time of the meeting to the 
discussion of a subject already being 
worked out. 

The Library of Congress has eliminated 
so many problems in cataloging, and con 
tributed so many printed aids to assist 
the cataloguer that there seem to be fewer 
subjects each year from which we can 

make up an interesting program. The 
question of the subject headings seemed 
to your Committee to be the one subject 

most unsettled, but it was felt that little 
could be gained by papers on this subject 
until we had some definite list before us. 
This is also in the hands of the Publishing 
board. 

An effort has been made to have papers 
presented on several other subjects, but 
the Committee has met with failure to find 
any favorable response to requests for 
papers from those who have had experience 
in the subjects suggested. 

After this investigation into the condi 
tion of the different phases of catalog 
work, it was deemed wise by your Com 
mittee to suggest to the President of the 
Association, and the Program committee, 
that we omit this section meeting this 
year and await developments, rather than 
discuss subjects now in the hands of other 
people, or subjects in which there seemed 
to be little general interest. 

The Committee offers this explanation 
for the omission of papers, and we wish to 
emphasize the fact that the conclusion was 

not reached without careful thought, and 
after conditions were thoroughly under 
stood. The meetings of this Section have 
been stimulating and helpful, and they 
should be kept so. We suggest that those 
interested in the progress of cataloging 
should make known the perplexing ques 
tion and the questions upon which discus 
sion is desired, to the Chairman in charge 
of the meetings. 

The Chairman and Secretary held a 
meeting in Pittsburg in April, after plans 
had been partially developed, and at this 
time made further plans which they were 
unable to carry out. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MARGARET MANN, 

Chairman. 
SOPHIE K. HISS, 

Secretary. 

After considerable discussion, during the 

course of which it was pointed out by sev 

eral members that the Section had never 

taken up the important subject of classifi 

cation, and that many related topics 
awaited attention, it was voted that a 

committee be appointed to draw up a plan 
of organization with a view to securing 

greater continuity for the Section, and, if 

possible, more organic connection with the 

A. L. A. The Chair appointed A. G. S. 

Josephson, J. C. M. Hanson, and Miss 

Agnes Van Valkenburgh. 

Moved, that a committee be appointed 
to nominate officers for the Section. Car 

ried. By unanimous consent this duty was 

assigned to the Organization committee, 
which had been previously appointed. 

SECOND SESSION 

Monday, July 4, 8 p. m. 

The Organization committee reported a 

plan for organization of the Section, which 
was adopted as follows: 

The Catalog section shall meet regularly 
at the annual meetings of the A. L. A. and 
also, if the Committee of the Section deems 
it advisable, or if ten members of the Sec 
tion so request, at such joint meetings of 
two or several states as are held at other 
times of the year. 

At each annual meeting the Section shall 
elect a Chairman and a Secretary to hold 
office until their successors have been 
elected; these officers, together with the 
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retiring Chairman, shall constitute the 
Committee of the Section. The duties of 
the Committee shall be to have charge 
of the meetings of the Section, to arrange 
for programs, and to see that records of 

meetings and a register of members of 
the Section be kept. 

At each annual meeting of the Section 
two sessions shall be held, one of which 
shall ordinarily be devoted to cataloging 
problems of interest to large libraries, in 
cluding classification, indexing, and similar 
bibliographical subjects; the second to be 
devoted to the same problems, as far as 

they affect smaller libraries. 
In preparing the programs for the annual 

meeting the Committee shall consult 
with the Program committee of the A. L. 
A. in order to secure unity of plan, and 
avoid duplication of, and conflict with, the 

programs of the general sessions and of 
other sections. 

The Committee shall appoint a Chair 
man or Secretary pro tern., in case either 
or both of these officers are prevented from 

attending a given meeting of the Section. 
If, at any meeting of the Section, the 

Committee has been unable to prepare a 
formal program, a round table meeting of 

members of the Section shall be held for 
discussion of such subject or subjects as 

any member may wish to bring up. 
The Secretary shall, at the annual meet 

ing, report the expenses of the year, to 
be covered by subscription money among 
those present. 

The Committee further recommended 

that a copy of the Minutes of the two 

meetings of the Section be sent to the A. 

L. A. Council. It was moved that this 

recommendation be approved; it was so 

voted, and the Secretary pro tern was in 

structed to send a copy of the Minutes to 

the Secretary of the A. L. A. to be sub 

mitted to the Council. 

The Committee then reported its nomi 

nations for officers of the Section for the 

ensuing year, namely: for Chairman, An 

drew Keogh of Yale University; for Secre 

tary, Miss Mary S. Oakley, of the Seattle 

public library. 
Miss Bess Goldberg, of the Chicago pub 

lic library, told of the use of the multi 

graph in that library, for special lists, 

notes, circulars, and anything that was 

wanted in several copies. 
M. L. Raney, librarian of the Johns 

Hopkins university supplemented his ar 

ticle in the June "Library journal" in tell 

ing of the use of, and his experiments with, 
the multigraph and the flexitype. 

C. H. Hastings reported on the use of 

the flexitype at the Library of Congress. 
After a short discussion the meeting 

adjourned. 

COLLEGE AND REFERENCE SECTION 
FIRST SESSION 

The following papers were presented in 

the two sessions of the College and ref 

erence section, held, the one on the even 

ing of July 2, the other on the afternoon 

of July 3. Mr. W. Dawson Johnston, of 

Columbia University library, presided at 

both sessions. 

The first paper was presented by Dr. 

W. K. JEWETT, librarian of the Univer 

sity of Nebraska, as follows: 

THE RELATION OF THE COLLEGE 
LIBRARY TO THE PUBLIC 

In using the word "public" in the present 

connection, I construe it to mean all 

persons not connected with the college. The 

diploma given to the graduate usually de 

clares him entitled to all the rights, priv 

ileges, and honors pertaining to the bach 

elor's degree, and among these we are 

glad to reckon the privilege of using the 

library. By thus becoming the possessor 
for life of academic citizenship, the 

alumnus is not to be classed with the 

public, and his right to use the library 
should be taken as a matter of course. In 

the institution which I serve, we extend 

the use of the library to the bookkeepers, 

stenographers, and janitors employed by 

the University, regarding them as legiti 
mate members of our constituency. 
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